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Welcome Inside the GCfE! 
 

By Gail Mobley 

 

“The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” ― Lao Tzu 

 

1st Postgrad Afternoon 
 

“How to Organise an International Internship” 

 

23rd October 2013 

 

The first official GCfE event of the year was a roundtable event on the topic of 

organising and working an internship abroad. Our speakers were Iván Farías 

(PhD POLSIS), Hannah Findley (MSc Applied Meteorology and Climatology), 

Tobias Merry (MSci Geology) and Tathagata Sarkar (Intern IGS/MA British 

Studies) with our communications officer Tomos Davies as the chair. The 

roundtable discussion included Hannah’s experience organising her own 

meteorological internship in Paris, Ivan’s experience working for the UN in New 

York, Tobias’s weeks spent aboard a ship off the coast of Spain, and Tot’s 

current internship within the UK. Discussion topics included how to get the 

most out of the experience, the manner in which one is able to fund an unpaid 

internship, and the problematic fact of what might essentially end up being an 

unpaid job in a stressed economic market. By the end the event was standing 

room only, and the pastries, tea and coffee were greatly enjoyed by all. 
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It is on the theme of travel that I welcome you 

to the inaugural edition of the Graduate Centre 

for Europe Newsletter. The Graduate Centre 

for Europe (GCfE) is an interdisciplinary 

postgraduate forum instituted at the 

University of Birmingham and run by a student 

committee composed of postgraduates across 

three colleges (Arts and Law, Life and 

Environmental Sciences, Social Sciences), six 

schools and at least 9 different departments. 

Our members also originate from 11 different 

countries: England, France, Germany, India, 

Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Sweden, USA 

and Wales. 

The GCfE aims to encourage an 

interdisciplinary discussion, debate and 

exchange of ideas centralised on the broad 

topic of Europe. This includes but is not limited 

to dialogue about both the EU and Europe 

more generally; past and present political, 

social and cultural circumstances; and 

scientific achievements and concerns within 

the continent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we host a variety of events including 

roundtable discussions, skills sessions and our 

annual conference. We also collaborate with 

other forums, including the Institute for 

German Studies (IGS) and the Institute for 

Advanced Studies (IAS). Our conference is a 

two day forum featuring panels of speakers 

from around the world and a keynote speech; 

last year our keynote was delivered by Labour 

MP for Birmingham Edgbaston Gisela Stuart. 

 

This will be a termly publication throughout 

the academic year. This first issue includes a list 

of our upcoming events, the call for papers for 

our conference in March as well as European 

themed news written and collected by GCfE 

members. We conclude by introducing our 

2013/2014 committee, the largest and most 

representative group of postgraduates to date. 

 

Once again, welcome inside the GCfE. We 

hope to see you at future events. 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Wednesday, 27th November 2013 

 

2nd Postgraduate Afternoon “How to Apply for Funding”, 427 MHT, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

 
Thursday, 5th December 2013 

 

Christmas Advent Reading, Beorma Bar, 5pm-7pm 

 
Friday, 10th January 2014 

 

Postgraduate Workshop: “The GDR Today” 

 
Organised by the German Studies Department at the Universities of Birmingham, Bristol and Bangor 

and supported jointly by the University of Birmingham’s Institute for German Studies 

and the Graduate Centre for Europe 

 
February 2014 

 

3rd Postgraduate Afternoon “Careers in Europe” 

 
Wed/Thu, 26th-27th March 2014 

 

GCfE 8th Annual Conference 

“’Travelling Europe: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space” 

 
April 2014 

 

4th Postgraduate Afternoon “How to Plan and Conduct Field Work” 

 
Thursday, 1st May 2014 

 

European Parliament Elections: Panel Discussion 

with MEP Candidates in the West Midlands 
 

Organised by the Institute for German Studies (IGS) and the Institute of Local Government Studies (INLOGOV) 

 
Thursday, 5th June 2014 

 

Postgraduate Workshop “Urban Space” 

 
Friday, 6th June 2014 

 

Europe Pub Quiz 
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GCfE 8th Annual Conference 

 
“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only the first page.” (St. Augustine) 

 

‘Travelling Europe’: 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space 
 

26th-27th March 2014 
 

This year marks a number of exciting events in the fields of travel and tourism within the UK and Europe. From 

the UK’s own Yorkshire earning the accolade of Europe’s leading travel destination to recent debates 

surrounding the High Speed 2 railway line, transport and travel have seldom been out of the headlines. In 

addition, several other developments are underway including the pioneering efforts of the European 

Commission to simplify visa procedures in a bid to attract more tourists. Coupled with our increasingly 

globalised world, it is now more pertinent than ever to consider these fields of travel and tourism in a European 

and indeed global context.  
 

The Graduate Centre for Europe’s Eighth Annual Conference invites contributions from postgraduates across a 

variety of disciplines. It aims to promote dynamic cross-disciplinary dialogue, foster valuable links between 

postgraduates and academics across different areas, and develop new and exciting ways of thinking within 

‘European’ research. 
 

We would welcome proposals for individual papers and panels on any aspect of travel, tourism and space within 

Europe in relation to politics, communications, education, economics, history, law, literature, music, geography, 

environmental sciences etc. Panels have been proposed on the following themes and further panels or 

individual papers are also invited on either these or similar topics: 

 

• ‘Travelling Ideas’: Intellectuals in Europe 

• ‘The Past is Another Country’: Imagining Europe's Past through Heritage Sites 

• Crossing Borders: The Dynamics of Europeanization 

• ‘Inside-Looking Out’: Europe’s Relations with the World 

• ‘Moving Europe’: Migrating Identities   

• Geographically Sustainable Tourism in Europe 

• Natural Area Tourism and the Conservation of Geodiversity 

 

Participants are also encouraged to submit their conference papers for publication in the Graduate Centre for 

Europe’s postgraduate journal, the Birmingham Journal for Europe.  
 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided throughout the conference, as well as a conference dinner on the 

first evening. A limited number of bursaries will also be available to assist with travel and accommodation 

expenses. 
 

If you would like to present at the conference, please send an abstract of 200-300 words, along with your 

contact details, to gcfe@contacts.bham.ac.uk by 15th December 2013. 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS  
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GCfE Photo Competition 

‘Travelling Europe’ 

Have you spent time abroad in Europe recently? Or maybe you hold fond memories of a trip taken 

some time ago which remain with you even today? If so, we would like to hear from you! This year, 

the Graduate Centre for Europe’s 8th Annual Conference, taking place 26-27 March 2014, will bring 

together interdisciplinary perspectives on ‘place and space’ in Europe. In the spirit of our theme, we 

are having a “Photo of the Month” feature. From time spent viewing historical gems like the Eiffel 

Tower to a fun holiday in Europe’s new “party capital” Croatia, we want you to send us photos, along 

with a short description, of your travelling experiences and memories. All of the photos will be 

published on our social media pages and each month, one image will be chosen as the month’s winner. 

At the end of March 2014, all of the photos will be entered into a prize draw and one picture will be 

declared the favourite of the year. In addition, selected photos will be exhibited at the GCfE annual 

conference. Please send your photos, along with a short description, to gcfe@contacts.bham.ac.uk  

To give you an idea of what we are looking for, here are some photos which have been taken by our 

own steering committee members. We look forward to seeing all of your memories and reading your 

stories, so happy snapping!  
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FROM INSIDE THE GCFE 

Did you know…  

 
that the University of Birmingham 

was the first university in the UK 

to launch an office in Brussels? It 

helps to develop European 

research collaborations and 

provides local services to 

students, staff and alumni.  

 

The Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS) 

 
The Graduate Centre for Europe collaborates with 

the IAS at the University of Birmingham which aims 

to promote interdisciplinary research at UoB by 

bringing together expertise from different fields to 

address major cross-cutting themes, two of which 

are “Saving Humans” and “Regeneration 

Economies”. www.birmingham.ac.uk/ias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UK/EU: "Better off in a Better Europe"? 
 

By Enrico Vanino 
 

Only a few months ago the cross-party pro-EU pressure group 'British Influence' launched its manifesto 

“Better off in a Better Europe”. The final aim of this manifesto is to raise a lively internal debate on the terms 

and the benefits deriving from Britain EU membership. The launch of this campaign came as a response to 

the proposal of PM David Cameron to hold a referendum on UK membership in the European Union and 

tries to challenge the views of many EU-sceptic groups who support and called for this EU referendum, such 

as the UK Independence Party. The manifesto, launched by the British Influence co-presidents Conservative 

Party MP Ken Clarke, Lord Mandelson of the Labour Party and Danny Alexander who serves as an MP for 

the Liberal Democrats, advocates that “far from leaving Europe, Britain should be leading Europe”. The 

group focuses its attention particularly on four different programmatic points: According to British 

Influence, the United Kingdom should shape the EU's future by acting inside of it. This would enable the 

country to reform the EU project, improve its efficiency and make its political decision-making procedures 

more transparent and democratic. Central to this view is Britain's ability to have an impact on the globalised 

world through the EU as an international actor, and to have a say in the development of European policies 

affecting the UK. The campaign has been supported so far by British MPs, businessmen, academics and 

former diplomats in order to push British involvement in the EU and to ensure that the Union continues to 

take reforms seriously. 

Launch of Horizon2020 
 

The European Union’s new programme for research and 

innovation, Horizon2020, will run from 2014 to 2020 and aims 

at enhancing Europe’s global competitiveness through 

creating “a genuine single market for knowledge, research 

and innovation.” The national launch event in the UK will take 

place 31 January 2014. You can find more information here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm 

Did you know… 
 

there is a EUROPE DIRECT Information Centre in 

Birmingham? It is based at the Birmingham 

Chamber of Commerce and provides you with 

information on anything EU related. It also has a 

range of events on offer: http://www.birmingham-

chamber.com/Europe/Europe-Direct.aspx 
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GCFE COMMITTEE 2013/14 
Josie Graef is the Co-Chair (Events) for the Graduate Centre for Europe. She is a current PhD candidate in 

German Studies (Social Sciences). After completing her MSc in European Studies at the University of 

Edinburgh, Josie joined the Institute for German Studies (IGS) at the University of Birmingham in January 

2013 as a doctoral researcher and assistant for the DAAD research project ‘The German Past and the 

Contemporary World: The domestic and foreign politics of memory’. Her PhD investigates the 

phenomenon of ‘silent terrorism’ in context of the on-going NSU terror affair in Germany and how this is 

linked to images of German society. As co-chair for the 2013/14 academic year she endeavours to further 

develop the GCfE into a truly interdisciplinary discussion forum for students interested in all things 

European. Contact: JXG290@bham.ac.uk  

Gail Mobley is from California, USA and is the Co-chair (Journal) for the Graduate Centre for Europe. She 

previously held the position of Journal Member in 2012/2013. She is currently a PhD candidate in English 

Literature and is researching early modern literary canon-formation focusing on the seventeenth-century. 

Her thesis investigates early modern intellectual and historical perspectives on literary preservation and 

authorship in England, and aims to shed light on how the canons that still focus literary scholarship and 

curricula were shaped long before the term canon was applicable to literature. She completed her BA in 

English: Creative Writing at the University of California at Davis, and her MA in English Literature at the 

University of Birmingham. As co-chair of the GCfE she has pushed for more interdisciplinary connection and 

engagement within the forum. As editor of the Birmingham Journal for Europe she has participated in re-

launching the publication and endeavours to expand the content in future years. 

Contact: GEM087@bham.ac.uk 

Co-Chair 

(Journal) 

Dr Nick Martin has been the Academic Director of the Graduate Centre for Europe (GCfE) since its 

inception in 2005. He is also Director of the Institute for German Studies and Reader in European Intellectual 

History in the Department of Modern Languages at the University. Working with postgraduate students in 

GCfE on a range of exciting events and activities to promote a better understanding of Europe past and 

present is one of the most enjoyable parts of his job at Birmingham. His research and teaching interests are 

in modern German intellectual history and in the cultural history of war and political violence in twentieth-

century Germany. Nick teaches the German language at all levels as well as undergraduate modules on 

Nietzsche, German First World War Writing, Thomas Mann, and Baader-Meinhof Terrorism. He is currently 

supervising five PhD students. He completed his first degree and a doctorate at the University of Oxford, 

where he was also a Junior Research Fellow of Jesus College. He was Lecturer in German at the University 

of St Andrews for ten years before coming to Birmingham in 2005. He has held visiting professorships at 

California State University Long Beach (2004) and Loyola University Maryland (2011-12). 

Contact: n.c.martin@bham.ac.uk 

Academic 

Director 

Annie Gibney is currently the GCfE Events Officer, and in previous years has held 

the position of Co-chair (Events). She is a PhD student with the Department of Political 

Science and International Studies (POLSIS), her research looks at how policy actors at 

the different territorial levels in the EU interact with one another around the design 

and delivery of EU Employment Policy, with a particular emphasis on the comparative 

national and local experiences of the UK and France. 

Contact: amg856@bham.ac.uk 

 

Events Officer 

Eliza Olga Krucon was born in Lublin, Poland. She is currently the Marketing Officer 

for the GCfE Since early childhood she has enjoyed learning foreign languages and has 

studied both English and Russian. She holds a BA in English (specialisation: Teaching 

English as a Foreign Language) and MA in English (specialisation in Translation). She has 

worked as a teacher of English as a foreign language. Currently, she is completing her 

MRes in  the Department of English at the University of Birmingham. Her research 

focuses on the vampire motifs in XIX c Polish, Russian and English literature. She is 

passionate about literature, history and politics and in her non-professional life she 

enjoys travel and photography. Contact: EOK250@bham.ac.uk 

Marketing

Officer 

Tomos Davies is the Graduate Centre for Europe’s Communications officer. 

He is originaly from Llandeilo, Wales and is fluent in both English and Welsh. 

Tom moved to Birmingham for a Geology BSc, and has travelled extensively 

around Europe for both field work and leisure. He is currently undertaking an 

Hydrogeology MSc, his key interest in this area is the contamination and 

remediation of groundwater. He is keen to make the College of Life and 

Environmental Sciences a key player in GCfE once again. 

Contact: TAD035@bham.ac.uk 

Communications 

Officer 
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Co-Chair 

(Events) 
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Ivor Bolton concluded his teaching career by completing an MA in International 

Studies (Distinction), with a special focus on European Business. He is presently in 

his third year as a PhD student with the Institute for German Studies at the 

University of Birmingham, researching the representation of the German 

Democratic Republic through museums and memorials. Following a year of office as 

Co-Chair (Journal) of the GCfE, Ivor now continues his work as a Birmingham Journal 

for Europe Committee member, and as a member of the GCfE General Committee. 

He is a dedicated Europeanist, and works to support interest in the EU through the 

school curriculum. Contact: IMB127@bham.ac.uk  

Journal 

Officer 

Marine Poirier is a French PhD student in Spanish linguistics and Medieval Iberian 

Studies. After her Master’s degree (2011) and French agrégation (2012) both 

prepared at University of Rennes II, she worked as a teacher and, since September 

2013, benefits from a Rennes research contract for a thesis she is preparing both in 

Rennes and Birmingham about ‘The discourse of the Other in the Estoria de 

Espanna.’ Enunciative games and discursive issues ». In Birmingham, she is involved 

in a research project that directly concerns the medieval chronicles she is interested 

in for her thesis in a team led by Dr. Aengus Ward : ‘An electronic research 

environment and edition of the Estoria de Espanna of Alfonso X, king of Castile and 

León’, http://estoria.bham.ac.uk/blog/?page_id=2 

Journal 

Officer 

Daria Negau is originally from Romania. She is a master student at the University of Birmingham studying 

Social and Political Theory as a follow-up of her previous studies in Sociology. Within the Graduate Centre 

for Europe she has been involved in organizing workshops and seminars, and has recently been recruited as 

a Journal Officer, helping prepare papers for publishing in the Birmingham Journal for Europe. Prior to this, 

Daria worked as a junior researcher in several European Funded Projects that have been implemented in 

Romania (2011-2013). The two major areas of her work focus on researching youth in the labour market and 

gender inequalities. Additionally, she has taken part in organizing different events (focus-groups, interviews, 

study visits) and in project writing (entrepreneurship). Daria was also a volunteer for a couple of years. She 

helped  in the implementation of non-educational  projects. In 2013 she wrote a project that has been 

funded by the Youth in Action Programme. Contact: DSN349@bham.ac.uk 

 

Zainab Naqvi has been a journal officer with the GCfE since 2012. She is currently just 

embarking on an ESRC funded PhD in Family Law and Feminist Legal Theory. She holds an 

LLB Law and French (First class honours) undertaken at Coventry and an LLM General with 

Distinction completed at the University of Birmingham. Her research interests include Family 

Law, Women and Law, Gender Theory and Law, and the Female Body within the Law. 

Contact: ZBN240@bham.ac.uk  

 

Journal 

Officer 

Enrico Vanino is currently a PhD candidate in the Department of Economics at the University of 

Birmingham under the supervision of Prof. Robert Elliott and Dr. Liza Jabbour. His research focuses on the 

changing patterns of European international trade, in particular vis-à-vis new emerging countries such as 

China. This investigation will be carried on at the firm-level in order to fully understand European firms’ 

trade patterns that are otherwise unobservable at the aggregate level, and to develop an analysis of the 

real drivers of Europe’s competitiveness. More generally, his research interests include international trade, 

economic relationships between Europe and China, international economics and the economics of 

European integration. He graduated with a BA from the University of Padua (Italy) in 2009 and holds an 

MSc (2011) in International Economics, also from the University of Padua. During his studies he was an 

exchange student both in France (Université de Nice Sophia Antipolis – 2008) and in China (Guangzhou 

University – 2011). Before starting his PhD in Birmingham he gained professional experience working in 

Brussels, first for the Italian Permanent Representation to the EU (2010) and then for the European 

Commission DG Trade in the Far East Unit (2012). Contact: EXV200@bham.ac.uk 

Journal 

Officer 

Amir Qamar began his research at the Business School in January 2013, having completed his MSc Economic 

Policy & International Business and BSc (Hons) Economics here at the University of Birmingham. He is the 

recipient of a full scholarship from the Midlands Excellence Organisational Improvement (MidEx) Programme. 

Amir's research focuses on quality and excellence within the private manufacturing sector in the West Midlands. 

He is investigating which manufacturing strategy out of lean and agile is having a greater impact on business 

performance levels within the automotive sector. This research will also aim to understand how the West 

Midlands automotive industry has developed manufacturing business strategies to compete with a volatile 

competitive market. This research will give businesses assistance when determining which strategy to undertake 

within their organization. Contact: AXQ861@bham.ac.uk 
Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal 

Officer 



Emma Gardner began her doctoral research in September 2013 after completing her MSc International 

Business and BA (Hons) Modern Languages (French, German, Chinese) at the University of Birmingham. 

Emma’s research focuses on commoditisation and value attainment in business and professional service 

firms within the West Midlands. Increasing competition in the service sector has resulted in growing price-

based competition and as firms undercut prices to attract customers, industries are becoming increasingly 

commoditised.  Emma is looking at how firms are changing their business models and value propositions in 

order to resist commoditization and how they are differentiating themselves from competitors through 

service quality. Her interest in Europe stems from her time studying Modern Languages, during which she 

spent a year studying abroad in Beijing, Berlin and Dijon. Contact: ECG867@bham.ac.uk  
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Member 

Fredrik Rydström is a PhD student at the Centre for Russian and East European Studies 

(CREES) and holds a MA in Central and East European Studies from Vilnius University. His 

research is primarily focused on the International Women's Day in the Soviet and post-Soviet 

space. He is also interested in the integration of the Baltic and Nordic regions and writes 

extensively about this and other issues for the Lithuania Tribune. 

Contact: FMR386@bham.ac.uk 

 

Member 

Manuela Dorsch was born and grew up in a small town in Southern Germany where she spent most of her 

free time playing the piano and basketball. After finishing school she studied Linguistics, Cultural Studies and 

Political Science at the University of Regensburg. To date she has worked for various institutions, such as 

political foundations and universities in different countries. While living in Spain she taught German, and in 

Austria she worked as a project manager responsible for international short-term exchange programmes. In 

Germany she held the position of a research assistant at an internationally operating political foundation. She 

considers herself a critical thinker, constantly reflecting about the state of the world and engaging in deep 

discussions with like-minded friends. While teaching international students in Germany, Manu decided that she 

wanted to broaden her knowledge and applied for a MA in International Political Economy at the University of 

Birmingham. Here she found the GCfE, and immediately wanted to get involved as having lived the life of a 

European citizen she believes, especially in critical times like these, that we have to promote European ideas. 

5 years from now she sees herself working in an international organisation, trying to make the world a better 

place. Her research interests focus on social justice and equality within different types of capitalism as well as 

on challenges for the nation state in the area of globalisation. Contact: MED323@bham.ac.uk 

 

Member 

Tathagata (Tots) Sarkar is a master student at the Humboldt University, Berlin, working on 

British and German politics and foreign policy. Currently he is a research intern at the Institute 

for German Studies, University of Birmingham. He holds an MA in History with a specialisation 

in Modern Indian History from St Stephen's College, New Delhi, India. His research interests 

include social movements and their impact on legislation in democratic states; English, Scottish 

and Spanish pirates during the 17th and 18th centuries; and shifts in gender perceptions since 

the First and Second World Wars in Europe.  

Contact: tots.sarkar@gmail.com 

Member 

Vilius Narbutas is from Lithuania and currently a PhD Candidate in the School of Psychology, 

working on building artificial intelligence. His research focuses on attentional computer 

modelling which helps in coping with vast amounts of information surrounding us. He studies 

how human attentional mechanisms work and tries to uncover basic rules that can explain data 

collected from experiments with participants. 

Contact: VXN388@adf.bham.ac.uk 

Member 

 

 

Stay up-to-date with our plans and events… 

www.birmingham.ac.uk/gcfe 

gcfe@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

twitter.com/gcfe_bham 

facebook.com/graduatecentreforeurope 


