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GCfE: The Adventure Continues! 

By Daria Neagu 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success” 
(Henry Ford) 

Issue No. 2 Winter 2014 

The ‘GDR Today’ Postgraduate Colloquium at the Professional Development Centre  
University of Birmingham 
 
10th January 2014 
 
The GCfE collaborated with the Institute for German Studies to support a postgraduate colloquium co-organised with 
colleagues from the Universities of Bristol and Bangor, on recent developments in the history and representation of the 
German Democratic Republic. Twenty postgraduate students from universities in the UK, Europe and the USA 
presented outlines of their research. They received valuable feedback from discussants Professor Dr. Helmut Peitsch 
(Universität Potsdam) and Professor Dr. Dennis Tate (University of Bath). The event provided a unique insight into the 
latest research on East Germany. It is hoped that a follow-up event will be organised in 2015 at the University of 
Bristol, when current researchers will provide updates of their work, and new researchers will have an opportunity to 
contribute to the colloquium.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our second issue of the GCfE 
Newsletter - a natural follow up, displaying 
the efforts of our committee and the activities 
that have taken place since the release of our 
inaugural issue.  We continue to present our 
committee members and their academic 
interests in a creative and joyful way with the 
hope that this will encourage more readers to 
participate in our future events. 
 
This issue features new debates and topics 
regarding contemporary social, political and 
scientific study. Our hot topics include the 
upcoming election for the European 
Commission, medieval Spanish in Birmingham, 
and international perspectives on education. 
However, our more scientifically inclined 
readers will be glad to find features on 
current research at CERN and the Grimsel Test 
Site. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Most importantly, this newsletter features 
information about our annual conference that 
will take place on the 26th-27th March 2014. 
We are excited to announce a provisional 
programme of the event and will also provide 
more details about the participants and the 
venue. 
 
Aside from the conference there are also 
accounts of several noteworthy events. You 
will be treated to a recap of our well-attended 
Advent Christmas Reading and informative 
Funding Postgraduate Afternoon, as well as 
information about our exciting future events, 
including more postgraduate afternoons, a 
workshop, and even a European Pub Quiz!  
 
We hope this newsletter will achieve its goal 
to keep everyone updated on the latest news 
and encourage you, our postgraduate readers, 
to take part in the Centre’s future activities. 
 

 



2nd Postgrad Afternoon 
 

“How to Apply for Funding” 
 
27th November 2013 
 
Treasure Hunt! 

The second half of the autumn term featured the 

Second Postgraduate Afternoon on the topic of 

‘Funding’. Participants received and shared 

useful information on sources of funding for 

tuition and research-costs. This discussion-based 

workshop was well-informed, and illustrated by 

first-hand experiences of postgraduate students. 

Expert advice was provided by Dr. Nick Martin, 

Director of the GCfE. 

Christmas Advent Reading 
 
5th December2013 
 
Adventslesung: Goodbye to Autumn and Hello to Christmas! 
 
On the last Thursday of the Autumn Semester the GCfE hosted a well-
attended, European-themed Advent presentation. The seasonal event was 
cheered by festive music and twinkling lights.  A multi-lingual choir inspired 
the festive mood with their performance of Silent Night. Inspirational Advent 
prose and poetry readings from across Europe provided thoughtful moments. 
Ghostly stories chilled the blood, and mulled-wine warmed it up again. 
Rumbling tummies were filled by tasty continental refreshments. The 
Adventslesung was enjoyed by everyone, and will hopefully be included in the 
2014-15 events calendar. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Thursday, 27th February 2014 – 3 PM 
 
3rd Postgraduate Afternoon “Careers” 
 
Wed/Thu, 26th-27th March 2014 
 
GCfE 8th Annual Conference: 
“Travelling Europe: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
Place and Space” 
 
Thursday, 1st May 2014 – 5 PM 
 
European Parliament Elections - Panel Discussion with 
MEP Candidates in the West Midlands: 

Phil Bennion, MEP (Liberal Democrats) 
Will Duckworth (Green Party) 
William Etheridge (UK Independence Party) 
Neena Gill (Labour Party) 
Anthea McIntyre, MEP (Conservative Party) 

In collaboration with the Institute for German Studies 
and the Institute of Local Government Studies 
 
Thursday, 5th June 2014 
 
Postgraduate Workshop “Urban Space” 
 
Friday, 6th June 2014 
 
European Pub Quiz 



 

Graduate Centre for Europe - Eighth Annual Conference 

Travelling Europe: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space 

26th-27th March 2014 

“The World is a Book, and those who do not travel read only the first page” 
(St. Augustine) 

 
Our Committee is pleased to announce that the Graduate Centre for Europe’s 8th Annual Conference titled 
“‘Travelling Europe’: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space” will be taking place on the 26th and 27th 
March 2014. In an increasingly globalised world, it is now more pertinent than ever to consider these fields of 
travel and tourism in a European and indeed global context. The Centre is dedicated to the promotion of dynamic 
cross-disciplinary dialogue and the development of new and exciting ways of thinking within ‘European’ research. 
As such, we have welcomed contributions from postgraduates across a variety of disciplines on aspects of travel 
and tourism within European research. 
  
This event will bring together a collection of papers from different academic backgrounds considering topics such 
as Europeanisation, sustainable tourism, migrating identities and Europe’s relations with the world. Papers will be 
presented on a wide range of topics from travel writing and memory studies to movement within Europe and 
approaches to sustainable tourism.  
 
In addition to a roundtable discussion on “Travelling in a Globalised World: Questions of Sustainability and 
Responsibility” with participants including: Professor Shelley Hornstein, University of Toronto York and Dr Frank 
Uekotter, University of Birmingham; the following panels will be presented: 
 

Wednesday, 26 March 2014 
Venue: Room 429, 4th floor (West), Muirhead Tower 

 

 (Re)-writing Europe 
1. “Southern Europe in contemporary English travel writing” presented by: 

Luigi Cazzato, Bari (Italy) 
2. “Re-Inventing Eastern Europe? – The Influence of Older Stereotypes on Travel Literature in the Eighteenth 

and Early Nineteenth Century” presented by: 
Korbinian Erdmann, Cologne (Germany) 

3. “Perceptions of European urban space in the travel diaries of the Lithuanian nobles of the 17th and 18th 
centuries” presented by: 
Aleksandra Ziober, Wroclaw (Poland) 

 

 European Sites of Memory 
1. “The recovery of memory sites in the city of Barcelona: Discovering the past through the new media” 

presented by: 
Oriol López-Badell, Barcelona (Spain) 

2. “Traveling as a Mnemonic Adventure in Ukraine” presented by: 
Ievgeniia Sarapina, Kyiv (Ukraine) 

3.  “On the link between European sites of memory and environmental challenges” presented by: 
Frank Uekotter, Birmingham (UK) 
 

A conference dinner will also be held on the evening of the 26th at Red Peppers in the Mailbox  
(by invitation only) 
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Thursday, 27 March 2014 
Venue: Room 710, 7th floor (West), Muirhead Tower 

 

 Europe on the Move 
1. “Crossing Borders through Centuries. A Case of Polish Orava Migrants” presented by: 

Marek Lizska, Krakow (Poland) 
2. “A Europe for mobile citizens? Mobility rights and the transformation of identity and political behaviour in 

the EU” presented by: 
Nora Siklodi, Royal Holloway (UK) 

3. “Circulating: Humanities in movement /Humanity is in movement” presented by: 
Giuseppe Sofo, Avignon (France) 

4. “A Bourdieusian analysis of the EU’s “Southern” Border” presented by: 
Amy Manktelow, Nottingham Trent (UK) 
 

 Spatial Implications of Europeanisation 
1. “Praying for Europe: The Turkish Mosque as a Space of Europeanisation” presented by: 

Didem Buhari Gulmez, Oxford Brookes University (UK) & Seckin Baris Gulmez, Royal Holloway University 
(UK) 

2. ““Portugal, head of Europe” – Questions surrounding the adoption of a European identity by Portugal” 
presented by: 
Anneliese Hatton, University of Birmingham (UK) 

3. “Education, Learning and Teaching, an Interdisciplinary Europeanization Neo-Troika: Facilitating Cross 
Border and Transport Aspects of Travelling Europe” presented by:  
Benjamin Duke, Keele University (UK) 

 

 Travelling Europe 
1. “Litfiba’s musical journey through Europe: being a performer to be a (better) traveler” presented by:  

Simona Martini, Milan (Italy) 
2. “Transgressing the borders of European literary space – forms of new spatial imaginary and tourism in 

Czech contemporary literature” presented by: 
Natalia Palich, Krakow (Poland) 

3. “European Capitals of Culture and Sustainable Tourism” presented by: 
Federica Poletti, LSE (UK) 
 

 Academic Roundtable: “Travelling in a Globalised World: Questions of Sustainability and Responsibility” 
Confirmed Speakers:  
Professor Shelly Hornstein, University of Toronto New York 
Professor Mike Robinson, University of Birmingham / Director of the  

Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural Heritage 
Dr Frank Uekotter, University of Birmingham 
 
 

The conference will be closed with a wine reception after the academic panel event. 
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Images of Research 

Our inaugural issue featured the committee offices and background of each of our GCfE members. With this new issue we 

wanted to do something a bit more light-hearted and fun while still sharing a bit more about us as a committee. Below 

we have a visual representation of the research interests of each committee member. Can you tell who is studying what? 

See our previous issue for a reminder of what each member is up to. Tweet us your own research drawing @gcfe_bham. 

Images of Research Exhibition 

Can you capture your research in a single image? The University Graduate School’s annual Images of Research 

competition is currently open for entries. The images will be displayed in the Avon Lounge during the Arts & Science 

Festival (17 – 21 March). There are even two prizes of £100 and £75 Amazon vouchers. Submit an image from your 

research that describes your research along with a 250 word abstract. Deadline for entries: 27 February 2014 

For details: https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/studentservices/graduateschool/eventinfo/imagesofresearch.aspx 

https://owa02.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=ln3K_u5jKk-fUm8N9m-I71rm1jVI-dAIeTlfdHw_fn_g_r47M-S9wbJreEijcUlEFTJSbCdTfT8.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fintranet.birmingham.ac.uk%2fas%2fstudentservices%2fgraduateschool%2feventinfo%2fimagesofresearch.aspx
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A Year for Smaller Experiments at CERN 

By Katie Graham 

This year won't bring any new discoveries from the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), whose general-purpose detectors ATLAS 

and CMS recently found the elusive Higgs boson. The 27km circumference particle collider is currently in the middle of a 

two-year shutdown to enable maintenance work and a multitude of upgrades to be carried out, so that next year it can 

collide protons at almost double the previous energies. Whilst there are no new data to be obtained from the LHC this 

year, there are plenty of other exciting experiments going on at the Geneva-based CERN particle physics laboratory. CERN 

(The European Centre for Nuclear Research) is an enormous research collaboration, with 20 European member states and 

more than 10,000 scientists involved from all over the world. Many of them are making the final preparations on 

detectors which make use of the smaller accelerators that are normally used to increase the energies of the protons fed 

into the LHC.  

One such experiment is NA62, which will fire high-energy protons at a beryllium target in an attempt to measure the rate 

of a particular kaon decay. This process is so rare that the probability of it occurring is around one in a billion, but a 

precise measurement of this probability will enable a comparison to the theoretical prediction from the Standard Model 

of particle physics. 

If they differ it could be evidence that particles not predicted by this model 

are interfering with the decay - an exciting prospect. Other small 

experiments at CERN will be probing various properties of anti-matter, 

such as how it is affected by Earth's gravity, and whether the magnetic 

moment of an antiproton differs from its regular matter counterpart. 

These detectors may not be on the same huge scale as the LHC, but they 

all have the potential to make monumental discoveries that will change 

the field of particle physics. 

 

Current Developments in Nuclear Waste Disposal in Grimsel 

By Tomos Davies 

In autumn 2013, a team member working on the Colloid Formation and Migration project at the Grimsel Test Site (GTS) in 

the Alps came to the University of Birmingham to discuss how colloid formation impacts the rate at which nuclear waste 

is transported through groundwater. Regardless of personal views on nuclear power, the remaining waste is an issue that 

needs to be addressed. The Grimsel Test site is conducting research that could be crucial to designing contaminant sites 

for the storage of nuclear waste. Even if the UK completely ceased all production of nuclear waste there would still be 

roughly 1,620 cubic meters of high level nuclear waste to be disposed of.  

The site is ideal as it is located in the Alps at 1730 meters up 

in granitic rock. The lab is a series of tunnels lying 450 

meters beneath the surface and the kilometre of tunnels 

that make up the complex were originally excavated in 

1983. These conditions make it a safe environment in which 

to conduct research with nuclear waste. The groups working 

at the lab are from all over the world as the lab provides a 

rare opportunity to conduct field work with nuclear 

material. More information about the many other projects 

that have taken place or will be taking place at the site can 

be found at http://www.grimsel.com 

 

http://www.grimsel.com/
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Breadth vs. Depth: An International Perspective on Educational Systems 

By Gail Mobley 

As an American student who has both completed an MA and is currently undergoing a PhD in the UK I’ve been forced to 

adapt in several crucial ways. Not just in terms of living in a new country, but also in how to approach studying within the 

confines of a different academic system. The academic differences alone are endless, from marking criteria and 

assessments, to physically sitting an examination. Yet, the change that has me at an impasse in terms of declaring the 

‘better’ system is most certainly the contrast between a depth and breadth based education system. The US system is 

usually breadth based meaning students are offered more taught hours with the requisite of a ‘general education’ (GE). 

GE ensures that no matter what subject students decide to specialise in they all will have to undertake a certain number 

of maths, sciences, writing, social sciences and humanities courses.  

Conversely, in the UK students primarily take modules in 

their subject area, and are expected to be researching 

independently and in more depth at a much earlier stage in 

their academic career. However, whichever provides the 

‘better’ education system really depends more on what an 

individual wants to get out of their education. I’ve found as a 

postgraduate I have a strong preference for a more depth 

based system of education, but comparing my 

undergraduate with that of my friends and students in the 

UK I think personally the US system worked better for me.  

First, I didn’t know what I wanted to study when I first went to university which isn’t an option in a depth based system. 

If you decide to switch subjects you are essentially deciding to start over with a new degree. More importantly, I think as 

a researcher interested in systems of education there is value in studying subjects removed from your topical area. A 

depth based system is useful for students already aiming for research and academic careers, but what about everyone 

else? In the US I had a friend who did a degree in German and French and now works in banking. Another peer studied 

English Literature and yet had the option of a pharmaceutical career. Most students who study literature and modern 

languages at the University of Birmingham would not have the maths and science background necessary in order to 

easily follow these career paths.  

In many ways a depth based system of education, particularly at 

the undergraduate level, limits career options. In the US I feel 

there isn’t as much relevance to the statement: ‘you’ll never get a 

job if you study that.’ With few exceptions, such as engineering, 

the diversity mandated by most bachelor’s degrees in a breadth 

system provide most students with the basic skills necessary to 

chase a variety of career paths. Jobs not requiring a postgraduate 

degree often require any bachelor’s degree rather than a subject 

specific qualification. Still, if you are committed to a particular 

career path there are advantages to particularly concentrating on 

one field.  

Yet, while I appreciate my background I realise aspects of my PhD 

are challenged by the need to independently obtain knowledge 

that colleagues in my field specialised in as undergraduates. In 

summary, I think an ideal education system would be able to offer 

a mix of more breadth or more depth based study. Breadth vs. 

depth highlights one of the major flaws with most educations 

systems, namely, not all students fit into one mould and what 

works well for one individual might spell disaster for another.  

 

Source: scienceblog.com 



  

source: scienceblogs.com 

              

                                                        peaking medieval Spanish language in Birmingham 

By Marine Poirier 

 

 

“Non fallamos ninguna cosa que de contar sea que a la Estoria pertenezca” (“we find nothing to tell that 

belongs to History”, fol. 153r, ms. Y-i-2, Escorial). We, however, in Birmingham, find some stories to tell, which belong 

both to the Estoria and History... which will hopefully pass into the history of research.  

As explained in our blog (estoria.bham.ac.uk), the Estoria (Estoria de Espanna) is an extensive thirteenth-

century history of Spain composed under the direction of Alfonso X of Castile and León (reigned 1252-1284). It runs 

from the origins of Spain to the death of Alfonso’s father Fernando III in 1252, and is the centrepiece of the medieval 

Castilian historiographical tradition: the first and greatest medieval history of Spain written in Romance. The Estoria 

was originally conceived as part of an all-encompassing politico-cultural project by the King comprising 39 

manuscripts. The EDIT project (Estoria DigiTal), led by Dr. Aengus Ward (Modern Languages, University of 

Birmingham) aims to provide an electronic edition of the chronicle which, by means of a search engine and collation 

tool, will allow comparisons between the three major versions and provide a full search function for any of the 

transcriptions. This will allow, for example, users to compare the rewriting of the chronicle over time and to relate 

each version and its writing choices within its underlying ideological context.  

The project has been funded by the AHRC and is scheduled to run from 2013 to 2016. So now, at the top of 

the University’s European Research Institute (ERI) Building, our team is currently producing the first transcriptions 

which will give the research community, but also the general public, direct access to the alphonsine texts. Through a 

very modern computer screen, we work daily on transcribing the digitalisations, provided by various Spanish libraries, 

of these manuscripts. It is always inspiring, to have access to the manuscripts, to almost see the hand of the medieval 

writer in action. Sometimes we can sense him feeling tired, making multiple errors in the same page (even in the 

same column), which we then transcribe by specific codes in XML format. We become familiar with his writing habits, 

how his ‟ i” is positioned at the end of a word, how he should tighten his letters when he arrives at the end of the 

page or how, in the midst of a folio, another writer takes over the manuscript, causing the handwriting and all of its 

accompanying foibles to change. 

Although, where it has sometimes been thought of as linguistic variation, don’t we have to see simple errors 

of the copyist, or mere abbreviations for lack of space issues in the manuscript? Or worse: hasty and ill-considered 

interpretations of a modern transcriber and editor? Here are some examples that we have been faced with: in the 

case of grand/grande: do varying abbreviations reflect the apocopated or non-apocopated adjective? A hasty 

interpretation of a twenty-first century editor could have disastrous consequences on further linguistic research: 

what values would the conclusions of a linguist have who, having worked on the history of the apocope, would have 

based his work on these interpretations? Some other cases are: muger/mugier, nn/ñ, ome/omne. For further details 

please visit our blog.   

We are doing our best to remain as faithful to the manuscripts as possible and to broaden research 

perspectives for the future. Certainly our work will allow comparison of the rewriting of history under various 

ideological contexts, but as an apprentice-linguist, I see the immeasurable value of an online-edition that will give 

access to different time manuscripts and different states of the language,  allowing diachronic comparison of the 

possibilities offered by the language system at various times of its existence and evolution. Take, for example, the 

stages of a word’s evolution. The disappearance of a possibility in language, such as the ‟ ende” particle (equivalent in 

medieval Spanish to the French “en” in “j’en parle”), or conversely, the appearance of a new possibility in language, 

such as the one I am currently interested in for my own thesis.  
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Who’s next? 

By Enrico Vanino 

In Brussels, enthusiastic preparations for next year’s European elections are already underway. In fact, some predict that 

the vote in May would be a milestone for European democracy. For the first time in its history, the European Parliament’s 

political parties have been invited to nominate their own candidates for the next European Commission Presidency. New 

provisions of the Lisbon Treaty provide that EU countries leaders have to consider the Parliament election results when 

selecting the new Commission President. On the one hand, this could be a great possibility for the EU in general to give 

more democratic legitimacy to the European executive power, especially after the last years characterized by EU Council 

activity mainly controlled by German internal policy and an inactive European Commission too focused on taking care of 

national public debts. On the other hand, EU leaders are mainly concerned whether this new Parliament power would 

add uncertainty and lead to a stalemate of such an important process of choosing who will run the most crucial EU 

institution.  
Despite fierce opposition from the British prime minister and even 

more importantly the German chancellor, the most federalist and pro-

European political groups have already made moves to choose their 

candidates. While the Europe People’s Party will probably confirm in 

March the former prime minister of Luxembourg Jean-Claude Juncker 

as their candidate, the first big name entering the race since October 

is Martin Schulz: the German social democrat who currently presides 

over the European Parliament. The liberals have responded by 

presenting the Finnish commissioner for the EU economy Olli Rehn 

and the federalist former Belgian prime minister Guy Verhofstadt. 

However, the biggest surprise comes from Athens. The 39 year old 

leader of the Greek left party SYRIZA, Alexis Tsipras will be the 

candidate of choice for the left in Europe. Famous for his strong anti-

austerity program, he has been indicated as the ideal candidate to 

succeed José Barroso who was not able to properly face the EU 

political and economic crises. Tsipras is the only candidate not part of 

the EU-establishment and according to the European United Left 

party it "would be a voice of hope and resistance against neoliberal 

policies and the threat of the extreme-right-eurosceptic parties". 

In any case, democracy will be the winner, since for the first time the EU "democratic deficit" will be at least reduced, 

giving to European voters the right to express their opinion about who will eventually lead the Commission. This could be a 

strong signal of hope for Europe, with the major European political groups getting ready for the most important European 

election campaign ever. May the best candidate win!  

Stay up-to-date with our plans and events… 

Website: www.birmingham.ac.uk/gcfe 

Blog: http://gcfebham.wordpress.com/ 

Email: gcfe@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

twitter.com/gcfe_bham 

facebook.com/graduatecentreforeurope 

 

Interested? 
 
You can visit our blog and know more about the linguistic issues: 
http://estoria.bham.ac.uk/blog/ or like our page on facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/estoriadeespanna  
 
You can also attend our annual EDIT conference.  
The first one will be held in Birmingham (10-11th April 2014).  
 
 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/gcfe
http://gcfebham.wordpress.com/
http://estoria.bham.ac.uk/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/estoriadeespanna

