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GCfE: the end of a new academic year… and beginning of 
another one! 

 
By Marine Poirier 

 
“What we call the beginning is often the end. The end is where we start from.” ― T. S. Eliot 

 

PAST EVENTS, 2013-2014 

 3rd Postgrad Afternoon 
 
“Careers in and outside Europe” 
27th February 2014 
 

By Enrico Vanino 

 
On the 27th of February our 3rd PG afternoon took place. This time we 

discussed the many different career opportunities throughout Europe  and 

beyond to find your dream job. Ellen O'Brien from the Careers Network gave 

a talk on "Careers in Europe" and on the many useful services provided to 

UoB students by the Careers Network 

(https://www.facebook.com/careersbham). Following this, the Portuguese 

student ambassador, Raquel Da Silva shared her work experience in Portugal 

presenting the pros and cons of looking for a job in Portugal during such a 

difficult moment of economic recession. After a quick break the roundtable 

debate started, sharing very interesting and useful hints for work experience 

all over the world, stretching from Canada, to the USA and even South Korea. 

All  contributions were really interesting, stimulating much discussion, 

encouraging us to leave and start a new working adventure in a far-away 

country. 

 

  

A new academic year is finishing. 2013-2014 

has been an eventful year for the GCfE! The 

first five pages of this newsletter give an 

account of our recent events including: our 

3rd postgraduate afternoon; our end-of-year 

pub quiz, our 8th annual PG conference 

entitled “Travelling Europe” and the EU 

Hustings event along with photos. We hope 

the coming academic year,   

 

will be equally rich with events of all kinds 

and that you will be able to enjoy it and 

potentially even join us  on the committee.  

This last newsletter of the year also includes 

various topics such as two AHRC-funded 

projects (“Reaching Out in Higher Education” 

and “Estoria Digital”) and a reflection that 

we have been proposed on the role of 

education in the European Agenda.  

 
We hope to see you at future events on 
the next academic year! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/careersbham


GCfE Eighth Annual Conference 
26th – 27th March 2014 

Aftermath: GCfE Eighth Annual Conference 

Travelling Europe: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space 

 “The World is a Book, and those who do not travel read only the first page” 
(St. Augustine) 

 

By Gail E. Mobley 

 

Our eighth annual conference took place on the 26th and 27th of March 2014 and brought together delegates from 

across Europe and beyond including Canada, Italy, Poland, Spain and Ukraine. The event featured five plenary 

paper sessions, an academic roundtable and a keynote address. Delegates were also given a walking tour around 

Birmingham City Centre before the conference meal at Red Peppers in the Mailbox. 

This conference brought together interdisciplinary perspectives to consider the themes of travel and tourism in 

Europe. Our plenary panels approached these broader themes through discussions of Europeanisation, travel 

writing, migration, sites of memory and Europe as a focal point for tourism. Presented papers included the 

recovery of historic sites through new media, performance as a mode of travel, sustainable tourism, travel diaries 

and even the role, that the slaughterhouse plays as a site of memory. Our keynote speaker Patrick Willcocks, 

European Policy and Urban Affairs Adviser, considered the challenges and opportunities European cities face. 

Finally, the conference closed with an academic roundtable that synthesised most of the plenary topics with a 

discussion entitled “Travelling in a Globalised World: Questions of Sustainability and Responsibility.” Our speakers 

included Patrick Willcocks, Professor Shelly Hornstein (York University, Toronto) and Dr Frank Uekötter 

(University of Birmingham) who brought unique and varying perspectives on what it means to travel 

sustainability and with whom the responsibility for sustainable travel might lay. 

To date, this has been one of our smoothest 

running and most popular conference events. It is 

our intention to produce proceedings of the 

papers presented at this conference for 

publication within 2015. We want to thank all of 

our amazing delegates and roundtable 

participants for their wonderful papers and 

speeches. It seems only fitting to wrap up this 

report with the feedback you have sent to us. 

Thank you again for your support, time and 

participation. 

 

“This definitely was one of the most welcoming conferences I’ve ever been at.” 

“It was a great pleasure to be here! Thank you! Thank you so much!” 

“This conference was a joy to attend. I learned lots of aspects of Europeanisation and European integration. I 

received enhanced knowledge on pedagogy and experiential learning.” 

“Thank you for a perfectly organised conference!” 

“Thank you so much for this excellent conference!” 

For a more in depth look inside this conference please see the April pages of our blog available here: 

http://gcfebham.wordpress.com/ 

We hope to see many of you at the GCfE 9th Annual Conference in 2015! 
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European  Elections  2014   

EU  Hustings  Event 

1st may 2014  

 

By Ivor Bolton 

 

              The Institute for German Studies co-sponsored an ‘EU Hustings’ with the Graduate Centre for Europe and 

Europe Direct which took place at the University of Birmingham on 1st May 2014. Prior to the EU elections on 22nd May 

2014, European Parliamentary candidates were given the opportunity to address a large, lively audience by addressing 

the question posed by event organizer, Dr. Isabelle Hertner (Deputy Director of the IGS), “What will I do for you if I get 

(re) elected to the European Parliament?”  

Six prospective MEPs gave 3-minute entry statements on their party’s stance on key election issues. These 

focused mainly on Britain’s continuing membership of the EU and on the threat posed by one political party that was 

being given prominent media coverage. Challenging questions were asked by the demanding audience, and were 

answered with varying degrees of competency and transparency by Phil Bennion (MEP, Liberal Democrats), Will 

Duckworth (Green Party), Bill Etheridge (UKIP), Neena Gill (Labour), Anthea McIntyre (MEP, Conservatives) and Nicole 

Sinclaire, (MEP, We Want a Referendum Now).  

The event was followed by a wine reception, 

during which lively political debate continued until 

the drinks, refreshments and participants were 

exhausted.  
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Will Duckworth (Green) 

‘advertises’ UKIP 
Nicole Sinclaire MEP 

demands a referendum now 

Anthea McIntyre (MEP, 

Conservative) conducts the 

orchestra of questioners 

Dr Isabelle Hertner 

(Institute for German 

Studies) introduces 

the event 



 
 

4th Postgrad Afternoon: “Where next for Ukraine?”  
13th May 2014 
 

By Enrico Vanino 

 
Our last postgrad afternoon of the year featured presentations by two members of the 

Centre for Russian and East European Studies (CREES), Karena Avedissian and Dr Vicky 

Hudson, which were followed by a Q&A session. The event highlighted the 

complexities of the current situation in Ukraine and Russia’s role in it and touched 

upon key concepts and developments such as the Eurasian Union, questions of 

sovereignty and national identity, as well as the specific features of the geographical, 

political and cultural borders and boundaries between Ukraine and Russia. 

 
 

A European Pub Quiz 

2nd June 2014  

 

By Gail E. Mobley 
 

The Graduate Centre for Europe Pub Quiz tested the European knowledge of all those 
concerned on Monday night with questions on topics ranging from history to music, 
although we do apologise if it was a bit too mentally rigorous for some. Truth be told 
even the quiz masters had a hard time with this beast, but all involved had a merry 
time with plenty of laughter and drinking between rounds. The clear victors were the 
EU/UKIP Lovers with second place going to the Last of the IAA.  The final tally was 
close, with all teams making a great show of it – perhaps exempting our late arrivals 
that decided to enter in round 6 of 8 and walked out with a whopping 6/100 points. 
The quizmaster was our own communications officer Tomos Davies who did his best to 
remain professional throughout the event, in spite of much heckling from the 
committee Co-Chairs. It was a fun and fair game and we hopefully will be able to 
continue the tradition next year. Thank you everyone who made it to one or more of 
our many GCfE events this year. 2013/2014 has been a fantastic run for us and we can’t wait to welcome 
European enthusiasts new and old in the upcoming 2015/2016 year. 
 
 

BIRMINGHAM JOURNAL FOR EUROPE 2014/2015 
 
The third issue of the Birmingham Journal for Europe (BJfE) is due to be published in early July and 
we will shortly be circulating the call for our next issue on the same theme as our 2014 conference, 
‘Travelling Europe’: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Place and Space. While our journal theme 
always mirrors our annual conference this publication is open to all postgraduates from any 
discipline. This is an academically reviewed publication composed of 6,000 – 8,000 word papers and 
is expanding to include 1,000 word reviews of articles and books that are ideally relevant to the 
journal theme. For more information or if you would like to get involved please get in touch (various 
contact details are including at the end of this newsletter). If you would like to submit a paper or 
review please keep an eye on our pages in July when our call for papers will officially open.   
 
To see the previous issues of the BJfE please visit our web profile here:  
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/gcfe/journal/index.aspx 
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Reaching Out in Higher Education 

Forward 100: Birmingham at War 

By Gail E. Mobley 

Reaching Out in Higher Education is an AHRC funded public engagement project running over 2013 – 2014 at the 

University of Birmingham. The scheme pairs doctoral and early career researchers with partners in the cultural sector: 

BBC, Birmingham Museums Trust, Craftspace, Sampad, Town and Symphony Hall, RBSA and the REP. The aim is to allow 

researchers a chance to utilise their skills outside of academia and provide cultural organisations with the chance to run a 

series of projects which engage with the wider public. 

For this venture I have been paired with the BBC. The idea was to produce three projects 

that would form an exhibition to display over the summer holidays alongside a series of 

related workshops. The first project created two maps of Birmingham, one depicting the 

city in 1914 and the second rendering the city as it looks today. The maps are designed to 

be tactile and enable visitors to pin their own stories and memorability within the city’s 

history. The second project is currently working on putting together a conceptual visual 

peace that represents the experiences of past soldiers. The final project, and the one with 

which I am personally involved, is a recreation of the Southern Cross Magazine which was 

originally published between 1916 and 1919 at the First World War military hospital which 

was situated in the current Aston Webb building. The magazine was contributed to by 

injured soldiers and medical staff and was envisioned as a cathartic outlet for those touched by war. The new issue aims 

to synthesise new and old material, creating a ‘best of’ feature of the original publication as well as include new 

submissions from soldiers and other individuals involved in war today. We hope the new issue will celebrate medical 

achievements and historical records over the past century, engage members of the public and of course, provide a 

cathartic and stimulating outlet for our modern contributors. 

The exhibition will open in the BBC public space in the Mailbox from the 17th of July through the six week summer holiday 

period. For further information about the project and corresponding Saturday workshops please visit our webpage at 

http://forward100birmingham.wordpress.com. 

 

Medieval Spanish in Birmingham, part 2  
1st annual EDIT Colloquium at Birmingham University 

By Marine Poirier,  

Polly Duxfield & Christian Kusi-Obodum (Birmingham University) 

In the last GCfE newsletter, an emerging research project being developed at 

the University of Birmingham was presented. The project has now matured. The EDIT 

team organised its first annual conference on the 10 and 11th April 2014, with the aim 

of bringing together specialists of the Estoria de Espanna (composed under the 

direction of Alfonso X the Wise, 1252-1284 and now conserved in several subsquent 

rewrites). Francisco Bautista (Salamanca), Juan Carlos Conde (Oxford), Virginie 

Dumanoir (Rennes), Leonardo Funes (Buenos Aires), Carlos Heusch (ENS-LSH Lyon), 

Manolo Hijano (Durham), Oscar Perea (Lancaster), Paul Spence (King’s College) were 

there to participate to the event with all the EDIT team.  

The colloquium was opened by a general presentation of the project by the 

Estoria de Espanna team. Dr. Aengus Ward, the principal project investigator, 

presented the manuscripts to be included in our digital edition and described our 

working methods before handing over to our research fellow Fiona Maguire. Fiona 
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explained the strategies we are using to raise the impact of the project which was followed by the three doctoral 

researchers described the transcribing queries that have arisen so far. The EDiT team was particularly attentive to our 

guests’ questions and comments on the possible wishes and requirements of future users of the Digital Estoria. The 

suggestions and comments which resulted from these discussions are currently being applied to the development of the 

project. 

The following days enabled us to 

hear papers on the Alphonsine period 

(context, textual history of the Estoria de 

Espanna, literature and linguistics), and also 

on digital editions more generally, by 

looking at projects which are similar to ours.  

Senior research fellow Dr. Barbara 

Bordalejo closed the colloquium with a 

digital transcribing workshop and proposed 

to all those present that they take part in 

the project. The crowdsourcers can access 

the digitised manuscripts and transcribe 

them, thereby contributing to the 

advancement of the research of the project. 

The EDiT team is grateful to all those who were present for their participation, passionate contributions and 

encouragement of the project: we look forward to the next year!  

 

Would you like to take part in the project? 

You can! Don’t hesitate to train as a crowdsourcer and transcribe some of the medieval documents which contain the text 

of the Estoria de Espanna. Follow us 

through social networks or consult our 

blog for more information: 

http://estoria.bham.ac.uk/blog/  

https://www.facebook.com/estoriadeesp

anna  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDxa

-Fmib58&feature=youtu.be  

The EDiT project is organising its second 

annual colloquium, which will take place 

on 14-15 November at the University of 

Oxford, thanks to the collaboration of 

MIMMS (Magdalen Iberian Medieval 

Seminar). We welcome proposals for 30- 

minute talks on one or more of the 

following thematic areas:  

 Textual scholarship: digital editing, edition of alfonsine texts; 

 Estoria de Espanna: composition and structure, text(s) and context(s), manuscript tradition 

 Alfonso X el Sabio: historical context and cultural production, language  

The Call for Papers is already available on our blog: why not send us a proposal for a paper?

http://estoria.bham.ac.uk/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/estoriadeespanna
https://www.facebook.com/estoriadeespanna
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDxa-Fmib58&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDxa-Fmib58&feature=youtu.be


The Role of Education in the European Agenda 

By Ben Duke (Keele University) 

 
To start this article, let us consider some generic definitions of education. Education can be said to 
be the act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge. Alternatively, a more 
expansive generic description of education is supplied by the following definition: education in a 
general sense is a form of learning in which the skills, knowledge and culture of a group of people 
within a region are transferred from one generation to the next. This knowledge is transferred by 

the processes of training, teaching and research. (Adapted from Eurydice and Eurypedia, 2014, 1EACEA). 
 
Next, let’s consider what education does, its function and its role in Europe. Generally, education 
should enable all European citizens to acquire and update over their lifetime, the attributes and 
competencies needed to benefit from the European agenda. The European project or Europeanization 
requires people to have a quality education which enhances employment, active citizenship, social 
inclusion and personal enrichment. Covering an area of approximately 4,425 km2, with a population of 
approximately 505 million people, the EU 28 has a very diverse educational landscape. This also 
applies to the other 28 non-EU states in Europe, with a population of approximately 235 million 
people (World Population Statistics online, 2014). The Bologna Process 19 June 2009 is the European agenda’s response 

to the educational diversity within the EU. The main emphasis of the Bologna Process is to 
integrate the three main constituents of higher education, a Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctorate 
degree, so they are all universally accepted, to all Bologna Accord signees. This will enable 
Europeans who have obtained their higher education qualifications in one country, to use their 
qualifications anywhere in the European Higher Education area. (European Commission, 
Education Policy, Official Online Website, 26 May 2014). 

 
Education is recognised in the globalisation process. Article 13 of the United Nations 1966 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) provides a global guarantee. 
In practice, this means that the population of any country, who has signed up to the ICESCR 
convention, have the right to be educated. The European Union (EU) has accepted Article 13 into its 
own Charter. This has happened by a convoluted process, culminating in the Lisbon Treaty, which 
entered into force 1 December 2009. Due to the policy transfer aspects of globalisation, acceptance of 
ICESCR has conferred the right to be educated onto the populations of the 28 member states within 
the EU. Some EU member states, notably Belgium and France, have a caveat that the right to education, does not apply to 
foreigners or aliens. Other European nation states who are not in the EU, but are signees to the ICESCR, such as Andorra, 
Monaco and Turkey, apply similar restrictions to their non-nationals (United Nations Treaty Collection: ICESCR Online, 
2014).  
 
Notes 
1 More information about the role of education in European affairs can be obtained at the EACEA (Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency) website http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index_en.php (accessed 1 June 2014). 
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Stay up-to-date with our plans and events… 

www.birmingham.ac.uk/gcfe 

gcfe@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

twitter.com/gcfe_bham 

facebook.com/graduatecentreforeurope 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index_en.php

